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Date:  April 16, 2012

Memo to:  EarlySteps Families and Stakeholders

From:  Brenda B. Sharp, Program Manager

Subject:  Eligibility Criteria Changes

I would like to thank the parents, advocates, providers, and interested stakeholders who submitted written comments on our proposed policy revisions for EarlySteps. Your concern for children with developmental delays and your support for EarlySteps are very evident and much appreciated.

You may know that funding for EarlySteps services has been less than the expenses for the program for the past two to three years due to an 88% increase in the numbers of children receiving services.  As a result, EarlySteps will narrow the eligibility criteria for participation in the program to control program costs.  There will be no implementation of the family cost participation proposal—either using the sliding fee schedule or using private insurance to pay for cost of services.

Effective May 1, 2012, a child will be eligible for support from EarlySteps if he or she:

· Has a 1.5 Standard Deviation delay of in two areas of development (motor, communication, cognition, social-emotional or self-help). Children will no longer qualify with a delay in only one domain or subdomain.  

· There are no proposed changes to the “established medical condition” eligibility criteria.

The process for implementing these changes is as follows:

Currently Enrolled Children

Families whose child is currently enrolled will have their child’s eligibility re-determined at their 6 month IFSP review or Annual IFSP meeting, whichever comes first.  Children’s continuing eligibility is based on having a medically diagnosed condition or evidence of a developmental delay according to the above criteria.  All reviews will occur by October 1, 2012.  The family service coordinator (FSC) will be contacting all families to schedule team meetings and review each child’s ongoing eligibility.  Please contact your child’s family service coordinator (FSC) with questions about a child’s ongoing eligibility and more information on how this change will affect your child and family.

Newly Referred Children

Children who are referred on or after May 1, 2012 will have to meet the revised criteria to qualify for EarlySteps.  Please direct questions about new referrals to the System Point of Entry office (SPOE) in your region.
EarlySteps will continue to identify and use all currently available funding sources while adhering to federal and state regulations.  Our goal with this change is to meet child and family needs and to safeguard the EarlySteps program financially.   Thank you again for your continued support and interest.
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