
PUBLIC HEALTH—GENERAL 

§9501. Staffing

A. The hospital or unit shall provide qualified 
professional, technical and consultative personnel to 
evaluate patients, formulate written individualized 
comprehensive treatment plans, provide active treatment 
measures and engage in discharge planning. 

B. The hospital or unit shall employ a clinical director, 
who meets the training and experience requirements for 
examination by the American Board of Psychiatry and 
Neurology, or the American Osteopathic Board of 
Neurology and Psychiatry. The clinical director shall 
monitor and evaluate the quality and appropriateness of 
services and treatment provided by the medical staff. 

C. The hospital or unit shall employ a full-time 
registered nurse as director of psychiatric nursing services, 
who is not shared with any other hospital department and 
who has: 

1. a master's degree in psychiatric or mental health
nursing; or 

2. a master's degree in a related field such as
psychology or nursing education and five years nursing 
experience and three years providing nursing care to the 
mentally ill; or 

3. a bachelor's, associate degree or diploma in nursing
with documented evidence of educational programs focused 
on treating psychiatric patients, which has occurred at 
intervals sufficient enough to keep the nurse current on 
psychiatric nursing techniques. In addition, the nurse shall 
have at least five years of nursing experience, three years of 
which were providing nursing care to the mentally ill, or 
receive regular, documented supervision/consultation from a 
master's prepared psychiatric nurse. 

D. In addition to the director of psychiatric nursing 
service, the hospital or unit shall provide 24-hour registered 
nurse coverage with an adequate number of licensed nurses 
and mental health workers to provide the nursing care 
necessary under each patient's active treatment program. 

E. Psychological services shall be provided by or 
supervised by a psychologist licensed by the Louisiana State 
Board of Examiners of Psychologists.  

F. Social services shall be provided by a director who is 
a licensed clinical social worker and is experienced in the 
social service needs of the mentally ill. 

G. Therapeutic activities such as art leisure counseling, 
recreational therapy, etc., shall be provided by licensed or 
certified therapists, adequate in number to respond to the 
therapeutic activity needs of the patient population being 
served. A certified therapist is a person with a college degree 
who has obtained a certification as an activity therapist, 
recreational therapist, etc. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
40:2100-2115. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 
Health and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, Bureau of Health 
Services Financing, LR 29:2426 (November 2003). 
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