Bobby Jindal

GOVERNOR

Kathy H. Kliebert
SECRETARY

Department of Health and Hospitals
Office of the Sccretary

June 5, 2014

MEMORANDUM

TO: The Honorable John A. Alario, President, Louisiana Senate
The Honorable Chuck Kleckley, Speaker of the House
The Honorable David Heitmeier, Chair, Senate Committee on Health and Welfare
"The Honorable Scott Simon, Chair, House Committee on Health and Welfare
The Honorable Jack Donahue, Chair, Senate Finance Committee
The Honorable James R. “Jim” Fannin, Chairman, House Appropriations Committee

FROM:

RE: Oversight Report on Bureau of Health Services Financing Proposed Rulemaking

In accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act (R.S. 49:950 et seq.) as amended, we are submitting the
attached documents for the proposed Rule for Medical Transportation Program - Emergency Ambulance Services -
Reimbursement Rate Reduction.

The Department published a Notice of Intent on this proposed Rule in the April 20, 2014 issue of the
Louisiana Register (Volume 40, Number 4). A public hearing was held on May 28, 2014 at which only
Department of Health and Hospitals staff were present. No written comments were received regarding this
proposed Rule.

The Department anticipates adopting the Notice of Intent as a final Rule in the July 20, 2014 issue of the
Louisiana Register.

The following documents are attached:
1. acopy of the Notice of Intent:
2. the public hearing certification; and
3. the public hearing attendance roster.
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Attachments (3)
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NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Health and Hospitals
Bureau of Health Services Financing

Medical Transportation Program
Emergency Ambulance Services
Reimbursement Rate Reduction

(LAC 50:XXVII.325 and 353)

The Department of Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health
Services Financing proposes to amend LAC 50:XXVII.325 and §353
in the Medical Assistance Program as authorized by R.S. 36:254
and pursuant to Title XIX of the Social Security Act. This
proposed Rule is promulgated in accordance with the provisions
of the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq.

Due to a budgetary shortfall in state fiscal year 2013, the
department promulgated an Emergency Rule which amended the
provisions governing the reimbursement methodology for emergency
medical transportation services to reduce the reimbursement
rates (Louisiana Register, Volume 38, Number 7). The provisions
of the July 1, 2012 Emergency Rule were finalized in May 2013
(Louisiana Register, Volume 39, Number 5). In anticipation of a
budgetary shortfall in state fiscal year 2013 as a result of the
reduction in the state’s disaster recovery Federal Medical
Assistance Percentage (FMAP) rate, the department promulgated a
subsequent Emergency Rule which amended the provisions governing
emergency medical transportation services to further reduce the

reimbursement rates (Louisiana Register, Volume 38, Number 8).



This proposed Rule is being promulgated to continue the
provisions of the August 1, 2012 Emergency Rule.
Title 50

PUBLIC HEALTH-MEDICAL ASSISTANCE
Part XXVII. Medical Transportation Program

Chapter 3. Emergency Medical Transportation
Subchapter B. Ground Transportation
§325. Reimbursement

B = Ea

J. Effective for dates of service on or after Augqust 1,
2012, the reimbursement rates for emergency ambulance
transportation services shall be reduced by 5 percent of the
rates on file as of July 31, 2012.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health
and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, Bureau of Health
Services Financing, LR 34:878 (May 2008), amended by the
Department of Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services
Financing, LR 36:1248 (June 2010), amended LR 36:2564 (November
2010), LR 37:3029 (October 2011), LR 39:1285 (May 2013), LR 40:
Subchapter C. Aircraft Transportation
$353. Reimbursement
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H. Effective for dates of service on or after August 1,



2012, the reimbursement rates for fixed winged and rotor winged
emergency air ambulance services shall be reduced by 5 percent
of the rates on file as of July 31, 2012.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health
and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, Bureau of Health
Services Financing, LR 35:70 (January 2009), amended by the
Department of Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services
Financing, LR 36:2594 (November 2010), amended LR 37:3029
(October 2011), LR 39:1285 (May 2013), LR 40:

In compliance with Act 1183 of the 1999 Regular Session of
the Louisiana Legislature, the impact of this proposed Rule on
the family has been considered. It is anticipated that this
proposed Rule may have an adverse impact on family functioning,
s£ability and autonomy as described in R.S. 49:972 in the event
that provider participation in the Medicaid Program is
diminished as a result of reduced reimbursement rates.

In compliance with Act 854 of the 2012 Regular Session of
the Louisiana Legislature, the poverty impact of this proposed
Rule has been considered. It is anticipated that this proposed
Rule may have an adverse impact on child, individual, or family
poverty in relation to individual or community asset development

as described in R.S. 49:973 in the event that health care
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assistance is reduced as a result of diminished provider
participation.

Interested persons may submit written comments to J. Ruth
Kennedy, Bureau of Health Services Financing, P.0. Box 91030,
Baton Rouge, LA 70821-9030 or by email to MedicaidPolicy@la.gov.
Ms. Kennedy is responsible for responding to inquiries regarding
this proposed Rule. A public hearing on this proposed Rule is
scheduled for Wednesday, May 28, 2014 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 118,
Bienville Building, 628 North Fourth Street, Baton Rouge, LA.

At that time all interested persons will be afforded an

opportunity to submit data, views or arguments either orally or

in writing. The deadline for receipt of all written comments is

4:30 p.m. on the next business day following the public hearing.
Kathy H. Kliebert

Secretary



Bobby Jindal

Kathy H. Kliebert
GOVERNOR

SECRETARY

Department of Health and Hospitals

Bureau of Health Services Financing

PUBLIC HEARING CERTIFICATION
May 28,2014
9:30 a.m.

RE:  Medical Transportation Program
Emergency Ambulance Services
Reimbursement Rate Reduction
Docket # 052814-01
Department of Health and Hospitals
State of Louisiana

CERTIFICATION

In accordance with LA R.S. 49:950 et seq., the attached public hearing agenda, together
with one digital recording of the public hearing conducted on May 28, 2014 in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana constitute the official record of the above-referenced public hearing.

Cedric Clark
Medicaid Policy and
Compliance Section

05/28/2014
Date
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