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PUBLIC NOTICE

Department of Health and Hospitals
Bureau of Health Services Financing and
Office of Behavioral Health

Louisiana Behavioral Health Partnership 

The Department of Health and Hospitals provides a comprehensive system for behavioral health services to eligible 
children and adults through the Louisiana Behavioral Health Partnership under the authority of Sections 1915(b), 
1915(c), and 1915(i) of Title XIX of the Social Security Act. Effective December 1, 2015 the implementation of 
behavioral health services will transition from a single statewide management organization to an integrated 
behavioral and physical health model which will be administered by the five Bayou Health managed care 
organizations.
One of our primary goals with Bayou Health is to create better coordination of care and the integration of 
behavioral health services with other acute care services as the best way for us to meet the health care needs of 
Louisiana residents. The specialized behavioral health services will be coordinated along with the physical health 
services managed by Bayou Health plans. The primary purpose of integration is to care for the individual as a whole 
person rather than compartmentalizing types of services by the provider type. Integrating responsibility for 
coordinating these services into one entity allows us to better manage an individual's care to promote 
improvements for both physical and behavioral health care. In addition, certain children with special health care 
needs that were voluntarily enrolled in managed care will now be mandatory enrollees under the new integrated 
model.
The department hereby gives public notice of its intent to submit to the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), amendments to the 1915(b) Behavioral Health 
Services Waiver, 1915(c) Coordinated System of Care Waiver, the 1932(a) State Plan authority (which will replace 
the single statewide management organization with the Bayou Health MCOs), the 1915(i) Behavioral Health section 
of the State Plan, the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment (EPSDT) Program section of the State 
Plan, and the associated reimbursement pages of the Medicaid State Plan to: 1) exclude coverage of the medically 
needy spend down population; 2) revise the payment methodology for children's services to include a per member 
per month actuarially sound risk-adjusted rate; 3) add crisis stabilization and therapeutic foster care services to the 
Medicaid State plan; 4) update the quality improvement strategy performance measures in the 1915(c) Waiver and 
the 1915(i) State Plan; 5) change language in the outpatient reimbursement pages of the State Plan to allow 
Medicaid coverage of methadone treatment for persons diagnosed with substance use disorder; and 6) update 
language in the associated reimbursement pages of the State Plan to clarify when annual cost reports must be 
submitted to the Department by psychiatric residential treatment facility (PRTF) and therapeutic group home (TGH) 
providers.
Implementation of these provisions may be contingent upon the approval of the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), if it is determined that submission to CMS for 
review and approval is required.
Interested persons may submit written comments to J. Ruth Kennedy, Bureau of Health Services Financing, P.O. 
Box 91030, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-9030 or by email to MedicaidPolicy@la.gov. Ms. Kennedy is responsible for 
responding to inquiries regarding this public notice. The draft version of the 1915(c) and corresponding State Plan 
amendments will be available for online viewing at http://new.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/subhome/43. The 
deadline for receipt of all written comments is June 6, 2015 by 4:30 p.m.
Kathy H. Kliebert
Secretary
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