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Requesting Swing-Bed Approval

This letter concerns the requirements and procedures through which the applicant hospital may be approved under Medicare as a hospital with swing-bed approval.  To be eligible for certification under Medicare as a hospital with swing-beds, the hospital must first be designated as a hospital by the State.  In addition, it must also:

1. Be located in a rural area, which includes all areas not delineated as “urbanized” areas by the United States (U.S.) Census Bureau, based on the most recent census for which data is published (an urbanized area does not include an urban cluster);
2. Have fewer than 100 beds (excluding beds for newborns and beds in intensive care units);
3. Not have had a swing-bed approval terminated within the 2 years previous to submission of the current application for swing bed approval;
4. Not have had a nursing waiver granted as specified in the “Code of Federal Regulations” (CFR) at 42 CFR 488.54(c);
5. Be substantially in compliance with the following SNF participation requirements as specified at 42 CFR 482.66(b)(1-8):
a. Residents’ rights
b. Admission, transfer, and discharge rights
c. Resident behavior and facility practices
d. Patient activities
e. Social Services
f. Discharge Planning
g. Specialized rehabilitative services; and 
h. Dental services
6. Critical Access Hospitals must be substantially in compliance with the following SNF participation requirements as specified at 42 CFR 485.645 (d)(1-9):
a. Residents’ rights
b. Admission, transfer, and discharge rights
c. Resident behavior and facility practices
d. Patient activities (with exceptions for director of services)
e. Social Services
f. Comprehensive assessment, comprehensive care plan, and discharge planning (with some exceptions).
g. Specialized rehabilitative services
h. Dental services
i. Nutrition
j. CAH PPS-excluded rehab and PPS-excluded psych beds may not swing.


7. Complete the forms that are included with Initial Swing Bed Packet and return to the Health Standards.

At this time, initial swing bed certification surveys for hospitals and Critical Access Hospitals are considered the lowest priority work (Tier IV) and the quickest route to initial certification is through an Accrediting Organization (AO).  Please visit the CMS website for those AOs approved to perform the deemed status survey for swing bed approval.

After the AO performs the initial deemed status survey and recommends swing bed approval, the information will be sent to CMS Regional Office for a determination of swing bed eligibility and final approval.  Please be advised that your facility may not be paid for any swing-bed services provided prior to the effective date for swing-bed approval.

Please do not hesitate to contact the Health Standards at 225-342-6194 or 225-342-5782 if you have any questions.
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