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December 13,  2013

TO:         Administrators of Intermediate Care Facilities for the Developmentally Disabled

FROM:   DHH Health Standards Section

RE:          Medication Administration Training for Direct Service Workers

Over the past year providers have been reminded that after December 20, 2013, physician delegation would no longer be accepted as authorization for direct service workers to administer medications to clients receiving home and community based services (HCBS) or in ICF/DD facilities.  The department is aware that there has been some confusion regarding whether ICF/DD providers could teach the 16 hour training curriculum established by the final rule promulgated in the Louisiana Register, Volume 38, No. 12 on December 20, 2012 or whether they were required to train using the OCDD Certified Medication Attendant (CMA) curriculum.  
Louisiana Revised Statute R.S. 37:1031, Part B, actually prohibits ICF/DD providers from teaching the 16 hour training curriculum and restricts it to providers of Home and Community Based services.  Louisiana Revised Statutes R.S. 37:1021 through1024 provides for training in medication administration for direct care staff of ICF/DD facilities through the CMA course.         

The department is also aware that some ICF/DD providers serve both waiver clients as well as those in residential facilities and have already provided the 16 hour training curriculum to direct care staff serving both populations.   Due to the statutory language that restricts ICF/DD providers to the CMA curriculum, ICF/DD providers will be given an additional 90 days after December 20, 2013 to assure that all direct care staff administering medications receive the CMA training.    Physician delegation forms will continue to be accepted until the training is completed.

Questions may be directed to Terry Cooper, RN, Supervisor for ICF/DD and Home and Community Based Services at 225-342-5780 or terry.cooper@la.gov. 

cc:  Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities
       Health Standards Field Offices
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