LOUISIANA MONTALY

MO

DISEASES REFORTED DURING MONTH OF DECEMBER, 1969 BY PARISH OF RESIDENCE
MURINE TYPHUS - CADDO PARISH
During December, a verified case of murine typhus was reported by Dr. John Haynes of Vivian,
Louisiana in Caddo Parish. This syndrome was first defined in 1913, but was not widely diagnosed
until 1941 when the specific diagnosis became possible with the complement fixation test. In 1945, 423
cases were reported in Louisiana. Since then, pest control programs have decreased rats which may .
harbor rickettsiae which cause the disease, and DDT has decreased the rat flea which spreads the
rickettsiae to humans. From 1960 to 1969 only one case was reported prior to Dr. Haynes' case. Even
‘though the diagnosis is now rare in Louisiang, it should be considered in patients who present with
fever, rash, headache and general pains, particularly those with rural residences or jobs, and exposure
to rats. A positive OX19 agglutination is suggestive -and the complement fixation test available from
the State Health Department Laboratory, is confirmatory for murine typhus.
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ACADIA ]: 1 3
ALLEN
ASCENSION 2 2 1
ASSUMPTION .
AVOYELLES 1 2 1 3
BEAUREGARD 2
BIENVILLE ¢ . b
BOSSIER. 1 15 2
CADDO . 2 97 24
CALCASIEU 4 1 1 2 3 29 5
CALDWELL
CAMERON 1
CATAHOULA
CLAIBORNE 1
CONCORDIA 1
DESOTO Tkl 6
EAST BEATON ROUGE 1 1 1 7 10 35 14
EAST CARROLL 2
EAST FELICIANA -
EVANGELINE 1 1 1
FRANKLIN
GRANT 2 4 1
IBERIA 2 7 ;
IBERVILLE
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JACKSON 2 1
JEFFERSON 3 1 2 70 8
JEFFERSON DAVIS 1 3 2
LAFAYETTE 5 i 18 1
LAFOURCHE 15 1 3
LASALLE
LINCOLN 4
LIVINGSTON 1 3
MADISON 1 6
MOREHOUSE 1 3
NATCHITOCHES 3 1
ORLEANS 3 1 13 4 4 32 11 344 79
OUACHITA 2 39 5
PLAQUEMINES 3 i
POINTE COUPEE 1 1
RAPIDES 1 1 5 13 3
RED RIVER
RICHLAND 1 1 2
SABINE 3
ST. BERNARD 1 2
ST. CHARLES I 4
ST. HELENA i 1
ST. JAMES 1 3 2
ST. JOHN ] 1
ST. LANDRY 2 32
ST. MARTIN 1 1 | - 1
ST. MARY 2 2 1 10 3
ST. TAMMANY : 15
TANGIPAHOA ‘ ) 1 il 11 3
TENSAS
TERREBONNE 1 5 1 5 1
UNION _ 1
VERMILION 2 1
VERNON 1 7 74 3
WASHINGTON 2 5
‘'WEBSTER 1 2 2
WEST BATON ROUGE 1
WEST CARROLL 3
WEST FELICIANA 1 28 3
WINN 1 1 2
OUT OF STATE

From January 1 through December 31, 1969 the following cases were also reported: 49

Malaria (contracted outside U,S,A,), 2 Brucellosis, 7 Leptospirosis, 6 Tularemia,
1 Echinococcosis (Hydatid Disease), 1 Cat Scratch Fever



